This is the background material and a sample recording sheet for a simple survey designed by Rosina Lippi. The hypothesis is this: the general public has little or no knowledge or familiarity with the names of modern day authors, even ones who have had significant critical success.  Further, the author has no doubt that if she were to include her own name and/or her own pennames on this list, she would fare no better or worse than anyone else. 

The author of the survey made a sincere effort to design this it  in an objective way.  If you redesign it or change it, please make sure to indicate clearly what was changed on any materials you produce.  In other words, she wants neither the credit nor the responsibility for any changes you may make to this survey to suit your own interests and ends.

The author makes no claims and stakes no ground with this survey. It is nothing more or less than a diversion on a day when other methods of procrastination were proving less than satisfactory. 

RL  May 23, 2005

Instructions for the person conducting the survey:

· Don't interview friends, family or people you know.

· Introduce yourself. Smile. 

· Use a separate recording sheet (next page) for each interview.

· Follow the script on the interview sheet, but don't read it mechanically. A little ad-libbing is okay.

· Make no faces that indicate your opinion of the person or the answers he or she gives.

· Read the names in the same order every time.

· If when they are finished they ask for the answers, say something like: "Some of these people are authors."

· Say thank you, and mean it.

How to record answers:

· Negative answers: move on without prompting, make a check mark.

· Hesitation: ask this question "You think you may have heard this name? What comes to mind first?" Give no further encouragement or hints.

· Positive: take brief notes of the answer.

Interviewer's Initials: _______                                                  Date: _____________

Interview number (circle) 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10


Respondent is (circle)       female     male  ||   teenager      young adult      mature adult        elderly

Script: This is an informal survey to see how familiar these ten people are to the general public. I'd like to read the names to you one by one. If you recognize the name, or think you do, please say so, and if you could give me a few words of what you know about the person, that would be very helpful.  

1. Chris Clarke

2. James Robinson

3. Margaret Atwood

4. Erik White

5. Sue Kidd

6. Michael Chabon

7. David Gardener

8. Philip Roth

9. Kate Atkinson
10. Joanne Mitchell
notes/observations
